[The knowledge and attitudes of medical students in their 2d year about AIDS].
This study had two specific aims: determining the level of knowledge about AIDS acquired through the courses on this subject; analysing the students' attitude towards the disease, with respect to different aspects related to the future professional risk. For this purpose, a questionnaire was made up and from the answers a data base was set up, processed and stored for further studies. We analysed to which extent the students are acquainted with the routes of transmission of HIV infection, with the groups of risk and with the groups of ages exposed to contagion in Romania. We were interested in whether the students recognize the clinical signs of the disease, the diagnosis methods and the specific medicines used. We studied to which extent the students consider the routine HIV diagnosis necessary for all hospitalised patients, for foreigners residing in Romania, for Romanians working abroad, as well as for couples before marriage. In order to have a clear image on the students' opinion about the risk of getting the disease in general as well as on their fears concerning the professional risk of infection, several questions in this regard were included in the questionnaire. Another important aspect of the study consists in estimating the degree to which the knowledge acquired through the courses make the students able to offer in their turn useful and credible information to their family, friends or strangers. The students' perception of AIDS is mainly determined by the risk of sexual contamination, while the control measures regarding the interruption of the other ways are underestimated.